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Censorship is about power and control

• Might makes right
• History is written by the victors



“The War on the White Slave Trade” by Ernest Albert Bell.  
Chicago: 1910



White Slave Panic

• False narrative that immigrants were enticing 
women into sexual slavery



White Slave Panic

• Women were choosing to be sex workers
• Xenophobia flamed by the “Know Nothing 

Party”
• The “Mann Act” made it a felony to cross state 

lines for immoral purposes



Déjà Vu:
Transfolks and Grooming





Stonewall riots began on June 27, 1969 which included singling out 
drag queens and cross-dressing patrons



Three-piece law

• Laws existed to prevent people from dressing up 
to cover for another crime

• Other laws existed which prevented someone 
from wearing clothes “not belonging to his or 
her sex”
– This was the case in San Francisco starting in 1863
– Cross-dressing was used by many sex workers to 

denote their availability



Déjà Vu:
Bans on Drag Performance







Comstock and Obscenity

• 1873 Comstock Act was passed
– Defined contraceptives as obscene and illicit
– Federal offence to mail or bring across state lines 

birth control
– Made it illegal to sell, publish, or possess an obscene 

book but did not define obscenity



Déjà Vu:
Contraceptives



Déjà Vu:
Book Lists





The Lavender Scare

• President Eisenhower’s Executive Order 10450 
signed in 1953

• Conflated homosexuals with communists
• Fear that gay men and lesbians posted a threat 

to national security



Déjà Vu:
Threats of Employment



Déjà Vu:
Threats of Employment



Book burning after looting of the Institute of Sexology (Institut für 
Sexualwissenschaft), May 6, 1933



Institut für Sexualwissenschaft

• Pioneer in research on gender and sexuality, 
including homosexuality, transgender, and 
intersex issues

• Provided sex education, including sexually 
transmitted infections and contraception

• Large library related to gender and same-sex 
relationships



German Student Union

• Students from the Deutsche Studentenschaft
broke into the building with a brass band 
accompanied them

• The sang the anthem of the Nazi party
• Destroyed thousands of items by blacklisted 

authors



• 4 days later the remaining items in the library 
and archives were taken outside and burned

• 40,000 people listened to a speech by Joseph 
Goebbels

• Other books were burned, but just ones from 
the institute



Déjà Vu:
Book Burning



Déjà Vu:
Book Sanctuaries
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